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Great Concernment, 


f Shewing in what caſes the difference of mens Judg- 

ments, and opinions in matters of Religion is not to 

be reſtrained, but tolerated by che Civill power. 

N what Caſes the difference of mens 
Judgements, and opinions in matters 
of Religion is not to ve reſtrained, bur 
to lerated by the. Civill power. De 
clared in certaine Queries 34 unto 
which, that fſatisfation may be given 
in away, of cleere reaſon and demon- 

| .  Rtration, in feadof probidition and pu- 

© niſhment, isthe earneſt deſire of all. ingenuous men and 

\ particularly of thofe,who inaconfiden texpeRation here- 

'2 off, bave with all fairhfulneſſe- adhered tothe P arliament, 

” andſtogd up for their, defence in tinze of their greateit 

danger and extremitie tothe almoth if,nor alroget her'ru- 

iving,of themſelves, their Eſtates and Pamilies, and w'1© 
$ can never bediſcouraged or with-drawne trom their for- 

4 mer \Ffiric, or eae affetions to the Parliament, by 

anything ſo much as to be required with an unnaturall, 
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clearing the enſuing Queries. 


24 v anon 


andugthahkfull oppreſſion ia their Confciences. | 
-..Sope Wines premiſcd,rthat are plaine in themſelves, 
$ and ric in the firſt place robe ſtated, in order to 


dp” .JÞa tithe knowledge which apy man hath of God, | 
| orc 2capie rightly to = yr bis will; 1 
ee piſtc Loc ingha which manisthe receiver of, 
2m-Gqd, abd not the Authos of in himſclfe, Rom...1 1. 
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(2) 
wha bath none themtud of the Lord at any time? Athobath 
gtven untobim gc. _ * | 
2. That ”T way by which God ues, apdconveighes 
this knowledge of himſelfe, and of his will unto man, is 
by planting within man, two fundamentall.principles al 


- 


light and illamination:. by the one of which he become ! 
a gatyrall man, and beares the image of the earthly man, 
the firſt Alam, who was mad: a living ſoule: and by the 0- 

| ther of theſe he becomes a ſpirituall man, and beares the ._ 
Image of the heavenly man, the ſecozd eAdam who was mad: 
' 4 quickning Spirit, 1 (07.15. » 


the firſt was not in itlelfe , but onely ib rel: 
ſubje& wherein it wrought ; It was weake three 
fleſh, the ſtate in whictiman was creared and fubje&e 
this Law was fraile,' ant fibjee to change ,, tu 

it ſelfe was without exception ander it 3 ad'b; 
man made perfe& in bai ; 'but they baveſonl 
ny inventions; Belepafed Finge 5 
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-- 'V. Theſe two Laws,' are ſtill the two fundamentall 


principles, which are given, and continued by God in the 
| co of m-n for theis rule ro-guide,and teach them, in the 
knowledge of himfelfand of his will, Rom.2-13,14,15.25 
26,29. Rado t,22,22;24. according to therenewed 
operations of both, or eirher of which, in man fince the 
— hach a capacity or power begotten in him, more or 
eſſe clearely to know God, and rightly to judge and di- 
ſcern of his will, and ro make uſe of the Scriptures,and all 
meanes condicing thereunto ; and atherwiſe then by this, 
wan ſince his'fall, is in himſelfe, unto all knowledge of 
Godandto every good work, reprobate, Tis. 1.16. 


Thee things thus premiſed, _ 

Firſt Qyzre, Whether, when it pleaſes God 40 renew 
the workmg and illuminarions of both, or either ot theſe 
principles, in any man,'it be not moſt reaſonable, lawfull, 

-and neceflary,thar he fhould-ſ{nbmit unto the ſame,and fol- 
low the dictates, and light thereof, according tothe mea- 
fure, and manner, which God is pleaſed to diſpence them 
unto hims and wherher it be not unrea{onable,unlawfull, 
and notoniouſly finfull in any man to a contrary to, or 
differing from the cleer evidence, full perſwafion,and light 
of both, -or either of theſe principles within him, upon any 
command whatſoever from man, or any outward pretencs 
.Whatloever, Rom. 14.22,23. 


| Second. Quxre , Whileſt men doe carefully obſerve 

- inward; Teachings, Ditates, . and: Operations, of 
.bethlor,either; of theſe principles, wherher may they not 
belardro hold fandamentalls of the knowledge: of God, 
arid wherbetdor the. meaſures ot illumination, (which for 
he reſent they: have receiyed) though in the ſmalleſt and 
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weakeſt degree; waiting, and eameſtly inquiring after 
more. Are uy to be Jooged, upbraided, cenlured, blam- 
ed, or much lefſe puniſhed, or pur ro death by others, who 
take themſelves to be much-more learned, and ro havere- 
ceived in farre more abundance then they, 1 Cor. 4.7. for 
who maketh thee to differ from another, or what haſt thou 
that thou haſt not received £ Now if thou didft receive ir, 
why doſt thou glory as if thou hadſt not received it ? 


** Third Quzre, Whether thoſe meaſures of illumination 
and knowledge of God, and of his will, which are com- 
municated to men, onely by che light of nature, which for 
che preſent they have, and whilſt they know no berter, 
may not be profeſſed in word, and practiſed in aQions, 
Yo farre as they ure ſurable, and agreeable ro the law of 
Nature ? and this though Nature doe teach and diſperſe 
ſeverall degrees of this knowledge, and in different wayes 
of expreffion, unto ſome more, unco ſome lefle, as in daily 
experience we fee is done, 


Fourth Quzre, Whether ſuch men, faithfully obeying 
this inward principle, of the lighe of Nature, in the cleer 
illuminations and operations thereof, and diligently in 
proving all means, whichrhey meer with for the #acreaſe 
of their knowledge, bur yer for the preleme remaining al- 
Ws ignorant, and unacquainred wah the-ſupernatt- 
rall principle, the Law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt(which 
by the ſtrengrh of nature is nor attaineable, but onely by 
the free gitr and almig ny power of God) whether 

not ſuch men freely confeſſe their want of this knowledge, 
and che difficulties they finde in rhemetves ro fubmirxoict 
and whether they may nor. by argument, debaze; and dif- 
pure, endeyour to: receive {aristaction; from any; that is 
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ble to give ic them, adi this liberry be not permic- 

ted, is not the moſt proper and ingenuous meanes of their 


own conviction, and of finding our the truth denyed unto 
them ? 


Fifth Quzre, Whether thoſe meaſures of illumination 
and knowledge of God, and of his will, communicated 


unto-men by the —_— Spirir of Chriſt,or by a ſuper- 


narurall lighe, which forthe preſent they have received, 
and yet in much diverſity, and whilſt they know no more, 


may not be profeſſed, in ſuch expreſhons or words, and' 


practiſed in ſuch ourward formes or actions, as are agree- 
able to the Scriptures, and which no expieſſe Text of 
Scripture contradicts ; and whether they may not be free- 
ly argued, debated,diſputed amongſt oth-rs differing from 
them ; in order to finde out the full truth « and whether, 
itchis be not permitred and tollerated, are not men reſtraj- 
ned from that confeſſion, *and teſtimony, which God re- 
quires of their outward man, to beare unto the truth £ and 
arethey nor denicd a proper meanes appointed by God for 
growing in the grace and knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, eyen 
_ matuall imparting of their ſeverall gifts one unto ano- 
ther 


Sixt Quzre, Whether difference of opinion' and judge- 
ment,in the things of God, and matters of Religion, doe 
not neceſiatily ariſe and ſpring up in men,from thoſe diver- 
ſity of gifts, or different meaſures of illuminations, from 
thoſe yarious adminiſtrations, which one and the ſelf-ſame 
ſpiriedividerh to every one, 2s pleaſeth him, for the pro- 

t of the whole body, x Cor.12. and whether ir will nox 
from hence inevitably follow, tharit is impoſſible ro ſup- 
Preſſe the differences of FECL opiniops amonglt 
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(6) 
men, in matters of Religion, but by ſuppreſſing” the Spirir 
of God himſelf, and limirting the holy One of 1ſrael, in 
his wiſe difpenſations, and free operations ? and are we 
ſtronger then He ? 1 Cor.10. 22. 


” Seventh Quxere, Whether the body of Chriſt, doth nor 
conſiſt of many members, and thoſe variouſly differing, 
in judgement and opinion, according to the diverſity of 
gifts, and meaſures of knowledge they have received, ſome 
having the place of the eye, others of the hand, others of 
the fer, and others which ſeem to be more feeble x Cor, 
I2. and whether-there be not a law which knits and binds 
theſe many members in unity of ſpirir, notwithſtanding 
their bodily or appearing difference, even the royall Law 
of love,ſpoken of in Fames, and deſcribed in the 1 Coy. 3. 
a ſpirit in them,in the midſt of the difference among them; 
which ſuffers long, which is kind, which envies not, which 
vaunts nqt it ſelf, Whichis not puffed up, which behaves 
not ir {elf unſeemly, which ſeeketh norher own, is nor ea- 
fily provoked, thinkerh no evill, which rejoycethnot in 
iniquity, bur inthe truth, which beareth all things, which 
belecverh all things, hopeth all things, indureth all things, 
This is my Commandement that you love one another as 
I have loved you, Foh. 15. 


Eight-Quzre, whether. the contrary ſpirit ro this; -in 
thoſethartproteſle themſelves to be Chriſtians, and mem- 
bers of 'Chriſts body, be. nor chat -murtherqus 'ſpirit 'of | 

* Caine; forbidden by the 6 Commandement, according ba 
' ro Chriſts expoſition thereupon Marrh;5uriderthe expre(- 
fon, of being angry with our.-brother -withour/ a: cau{e'; 
rhe inſtance whereot is there/given; in judging and uþbrai- 
ping one agother, tor2the wants-and detectseitlierat ratus 
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rall or CRE light ; ſaying to our brother Racha, or 
thou foole, and whether it be nor, that hatred againſt our 
brother, ſo much condemned in theſe, and the like places 
of Scripture. Let everyone be {witr'to heare, flow to 
ſpeake, and ftow to wrath : for the wrath'of man worketh 
not the rightcouſneſſe of God, Fames 1.19,20. hee that 
faith, he is inthe light, and hatcth his brorher, is in darke- 
neſſe even untill now, xr Fobn 2.9. In this the children of 
God, arc made manifeſt from the children of the Devill. 
Whoſoever doth not righteouſnefſe, is not of God; nor 
he that hareth his brother, 1 Fohn 2.10. If a man ſay 
I love God, and hate his brother, he is a lyar ; for he that 
loveth not his brother, whom he hath ſeene ; how can he 
love God, whom he hathnot ſeene 2 Fohn 4. bur why doſt 
thou judge thy brother ? or why doſt rhou ſer at naught 
thy brother  - we ſhall all ſtand before the judgement ſeat 
Oo Chriſt, 11 


Ninth Quzre, whether difference of judgement or opi- 


- nion, either in nacurall, or in ſpiricuall men; profeſſed and 


praQtiſed according to the above-(aid limitations, be not 
the juſt and lawfiill liberry, which is dueto every ſpirituall 
man, as he is a Chriſtian; and to every naturall man, as 
he is a reaſonable man. And whether this ougheto be for- 
bidden or 'reſtrayned by the power of man, or. can 

without manifeſt ryranny and opprefhion and fighting a+ 
gainſt God : whether {iich a tolleration as this, be not Ac» 


by the will of Chriſt, and for the-profir of. the 
«whole 
-6FYod, therrthat imity 'of' judgement and uniformity of 


odyot Chriſt: inf'mote juſtifiable by rhe word 


praftice tn marrerFof Religion, which is ſubmitted unt® 
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upon - er feare, or implicit taich ;'and practiſed 
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Ebmmands and injoynesthe ſame. Tenth - 


thiefty in'confortriity'torhit power of nan; hAt 
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: * Tenth Quwre, whether ſuch atolleration, praiſed ins 


ſpirit of love,and meekneſſe,one towards another, with in- 
iGitive mindes after truth, and faichfull hearts to thar 
overnment ; under whoſe proteQion, men may. be per- 
mitredto live in all godlinefſe and honefty, according to 
the principles of nature,and of grace,may nor conſiſt with 
the unity, peace, ſafery, and proſperity of any.ſtate, or na- 
tion, under what forme of civill Government ſocver * and 
whether it be not the moſt likely meanes to preſerve thar 
Government whatſoever it be, from change ar hazard. 
The Intereft of conſciences amongſt all being hereby. gra- 
tified, which is of neereſt concernment to honeſt and ver- 
ruous men ; and the ſelfe intereſt of rhe Clergy weakne 
and defeated ; who, what Church formes foeverthey {er 
up, will beever impoſing their private opinions, in mat - 
ters of Religion, for infallible truchs,and incenſing Prince 
againſt people, and le againſt Prince z; and. one ſort 
of men againſt another, making their followers — 
and maintaine their unjuſt quarrels, till they become in- 
ſenſibly ſlaves to their ambition, and boundlefſe power , 


inſtead of attayning to any ſolid, real}, ortruly Chriſtian-. 


reformation. 


Eleventh 'Quzre, whether that wiſedome and power of - 


the Clergy, which hath taken upon it in all ages, ro ſup- 
preiis — and Schiſme by humane Laws, and penal- 
gies, fave not beene 2 perverting, and interrupting of thar 
Law. of love amongſt .the members of 'Chriſts body, 


of. compoſing differences, and fetling a Goverament over 
the body of Chriſt ; «by indeavouring to reduce all the 
members of the body, to unity of judgement, and unifor- 


which he commands. And whether they under the pretence. 


(9) | 

mity of praQiſe, in' matrers of Religion ; upon grounds 

of ourward compulſion , have not diſcovered in chem- 

| ſelves, thar erue ſpiric of Schiſme deſcribed, x Cor,12. 

; (whichthey would ſeeme to extirpate ) which deſpiſes all 
] below it, and enviesallabove it, as unneceſſary members, 
> andfic cobecuroff fromthe. body, ſo defacing and di- 
2 viding the body of Chriſt, by labouring ro make the 
y. —_ body, but one member; and where then is the 


'  TweclfeQuzre, whether therwo princi before men- 
; tioned, of ſupemnarurall and naturall light, did not both 
meet togerher in their perfe&ion inthe perſon of Chriſt ; 
and whe her as they are found in him, and doe ſhine forth 

| in the glory of his face, are they not the Kingdome of 
God within us, Luke 29.12. which confiſts not in word 

- onely, bur m_onE 1 Cor.4.20, by which we are to be 
; abſalucely ſerled, andgoverned - andunto which we arc 
+ robe ſubje@in allour ations. Whether theſe rwo pria- 
: ciples ſo profeſſed, and praiſed, be not the ewo witneſs 
* ſes ſpoken of, Revel. 11. thar areto prophefie a thouſand, 
two hundred, and threeſcore dayes in ſackcloath : and du- 

+ ring thattime tobe confined and. fertered by the ourward | 
formes of mens inventions, ſer up and injoyned as the 
w_ -— o—_— Chriſt, by the puns = _ for the 
; ing of Blaſphemies, Herefic, and Schiſme. Whe- 
Mt as the end of Their eflaboty Th laſt enemy they are 
ro conflict with,be ror thoſe, who having a forme of god- 
1 lineſſe, deny the power thereof, 2 Ti9.3.ver.1. to 6. ma- 
4 king the Kingdome of God, to conſiſt .in word onely, 
a i power: being of the ſpirit of char boaſting 
Iew, 2 Row.17,Fc. who reſted in the law, who made 
his boaſts of God, who knew his will, and __—_ the 
things 
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things moſt excellent, being -inftruſed our of the Law, 
who was confident of his being,a gilide tothe blinde, a 
lighrro them thar farcin darkneſſe; and infiruter of ghe 
fooliſh ; a teacher of babes y having thei forme of know- 
ledge, and of therruth/in the Law ; 'but: norwichſtanding 
all this, his praiſe was only of.men, byrnot of God ; whe- 
ther by this generation of men ( which Chriſt Zuk.2 [+32 
fayes, were not to paſſe away - till his ſecond comming} 
' muſt not theſe witneſſes have warre made againſt chem, 
and be overcome, and ſlain, and muſt not their dead bo- 
dies lye in the great City  Feraſalem in forme or in letter, 
ſignified by the place where our Lord was crucified, and 
which in the ſenſe ofthe-Holy Ghofty is xccounted SoJdomeg 
and Egipr? and:whether inmmediacely after, ſhall not che 
= of God taiſe thera up in that power and glory,which 


*% 


eir-enemics ſhall tremble. at, and nr. be, able to. with- 
ftand, whereby the kingdames of this world, ſhall becom 
the. kingdomes af cu6 Lo Ghul 0d bee hall Be e 
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